Aim
To describe and analyze the disease features in patients with SJIA with very early onset and to compare them with those of patients with later onset.
Methods
Retrospective analysis of clinical data. Early-onset (EO) was defined as the start of SJIA prior to age 18 months. 
Conclusions
Patients with SJIA starting before age 18 months show more systemic inflammatory features, and a poorer outcome than children with later disease onset. They may represent a distinct subset. This observation should prompt rheumatologists to initiate early aggressive therapy and close follow-up in this age group.
